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lowa Library Commission 





OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 





MEMBERS 
JoHNsON BRIGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
De. WALTER A. JessuP, Iowa City. 
AGNES SAMUELSON, Des Moines 
Mrs. D. S. HumesTon, A!bia. 
A. M. Deyog, Des Moines 
Mrs. H. H, Teprorp, Mount Ayr. 





Jvuui A. Ropinson, Secretary. 

HELEN ATEN, Reference Librarian. 

Levi S. WiLson, Librarian, Traveling Library. 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 








A Message from the President of the 
Iowa Library Association 

In Professor Butler's “An Introdue- 
tion to Library Science,’’ he says: 

“Unlike his colleagues in other fields 
of social activity the librarian is strange- 
ly uninterested in the theoretical aspects 
of his profession. He seems to possess 
a unique immunity to that curiosity 
which elsewhere drives modern man to 
attempt, somehow, an orientation of his 
particular labors with the main stream 
of human life. The librarian apparently 
stands alone in the simplicity of his 
pragmatism: a rationalization of each 
immediate technical process by itself 
seems to satisfy his intellectual interest. 
Indeed any endeavor to generalize these 
rationalizations into a professional phi- 
losophy appears to him, not merely 
futile, but positively dangerous.’ 

We are wondering if this is a true 
statement. We wish to know what is 
appening in the library world which 
leads Miss Margaret Mann to say, 


‘‘I hope there will be libraries in 
1954, but I am a bit pessimistic. I think 
the day of free service is almost at an 
end, but personally I feel that libraries 
may become stronger and win more 
friends if we add a money value to our 
service. Why not change the name of 
libraries to a broader term which shall 
inelude intellectual service?’’ 

This is indeed a great age in which 
to be living and we want to learn all we 
can from the experience. We want to 
know about this new age every one is 
mentioning, and the best way to become 
acquainted with the trend of affairs is to 
come to these district meetings, where 
we will bring our ideas and talk them 
over together. 


Mary Beit NeETHERCUT. 





District Meetings, 1934 

Southwest—Red Oak, Tuesday, April 
24th. Chairman, Sara Sheppard, Corn- 
ing. 

Southeast—Mount Pleasant, Thurs- 
day, April 26th. Chairman, May B. 
Ditch, Ottumwa. 

Northeast—Waverly, Tuesday, May 
Ist. Chairman, Dora F. Carter, Fayette. 

Middle East— Marengo, Thursday, 
May 3rd. Chairman, Mrs. H. T. Holck, 
Vinton. 

Central—Jefferson, Tuesday, May 8th. 
Chairman, Mrs. Martha A. Newlon, 
Winterset. 

Middlewest—Missouri Valley, Thurs- 
day, May 10th. Chairman, Sadie R. 
Stevens, Carroll. 

Northwest—Laurens, Tuesday, May 
15th. Chairman, Helen Rex, Spencer. 
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North Central—Forest City, Thurs- 
day, May 17th. Chairman, Charlotte E. 
Crosley, Webster City. 

We hope a meeting may be within 
reach of every librarian in the state and 
that weather and other circumstances 
will make it possible to have every li- 
brary in the state represented by libra- 
rian and trustees at one meeting at least. 
If more than one, so much the better. 


As has often been suggested, attend- 
ance need not necessarily be in your own 
district, but the most accessible place 
may be selected. As we have done be- 
fore, let us urge that notification of 
expectation of attendance be sent to the 
entertaining librarian. 

A list of topies follows, but is not 
final. Criticism of this list or sugges- 
tions for other topics will be welcomed. 
Send to the Secretary of the Library 
Commission at once. 


And come prepared to take part in, 


the discussion and to add your contribu- 
tion to the interest of the meeting you 
attend. And remember to speak loud. 

Revitalizing old books—how done. 

Contribution of book clubs to library 
cireulation. 

Magazines for which a library should 
subscribe. 

What nonfiction to discard and why. 

How to make worthwhile magazine 
articles alluring. 

High lights of the Chicago Meeting 
of the A. L. A. 

C.W.S.—What it has done for li- 
braries. 

Gain in the use of the library in bor- 
rowers, in circulation—can we 
keep it? 

Library planning for the future. 

Book talks. 





Library Summer School, 1934 


Again there will be no session of the 
Library School in connection with the 
Summer Session of the State University 
of Iowa. There is still an over supply 
of trained librarians without positions 
and library incomes have not sufficiently 
improved to make an increase in staffs 
probable, and another year’s omission of 
the Summer Library School seems wise 
again this year. 


American Library Association 
1934 Conference 

**Charting the Course for Libraries” 
will be the theme of the Fifty-sixth An. 
nual Conference of the American Li- 
brary Association, to be held in Mon- 
treal, June 25 to 30. 

Gratia A. Countryman will give her 
presidential address at the first general 
session, Monday evening, June 25, ae- 
cording to the tentative program. Sig- 
nificant trends in government, social 
conditions and education, and what they 
mean, or may mean, to libraries will be 
the subject of the second general session, 
Wednesday morning, June 27. New li- 
brary responsibilities which will grow 
out of these trends will feature the third 
general session Friday morning, June 
29. The subject for the fourth general 
session, Saturday afternoon, June 30, 
will be announced later. 

‘The Trustee’s Responsibility for the 
Library Plan of Tomorrow’’ will be dis- 
cussed at a meeting of the Trustees’ See- 
tion during the conference, A. D. Thorn- 
ton, president of the Westmount, 
Quebec, Public Library Board of Trus- 
tees, and chairman of the section, pre- 
siding. Library trustees in both Canada 
and the United States are cordially in- 
vited to attend and to participate in the 
discussion. 

Two aspects of library development 
will be emphasized at this session, one, 
regional cooperation, with a discussion 
of geographic areas of service and ¢o- 
operative financing from national, pro- 
vincial, state, or regional sources; and, 


second, standards for library service. 


with emphasis on personnel. Mr. Thorn- 
ton, or the secretary of the section, Mrs. 
Paul M. Woodworth, 600 Hickory Road, 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois, invite trustees to 
write to them immediately about other 
aspects of library planning which might 
be discussed at this session. 

A consultation service is planned to 
assist trustees with their individual 
problems and the section will also maim- 
tain a hospitality booth for board mem- 
bers. 

* * * 

The Windsor Hotel, Dorchester and 
Windsor Streets, will be the headquat- 
ters for the conference. Full informé 
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tion about other hotels in Montreal was 
given in the February A. L. A. Bulletin. 
An announcement of travel plans and 

t conference trips in this country 
and abroad appeared in the same Bul- 
letin. 





Iowa Library Association 

The meeting place of the Iowa Library 
Association for 1934 has not yet been 
fixed. An invitation has been received 
from Sioux City for either the 1934 or 
1935 meeting, and by tacit understand- 
ing, at least, it was decided a few years 
ago that Des Moines should be the meet- 
ing place every two years. 

The fact that the meeting in Chicago 
was at too great distance for attendance 
from a number of places in the state 
would seem to make a central meeting 
place desirable this year. 

As was done last year a vote will be 
taken this year at the District Meetings 
on the question of a meeting place. If 
any argument is needed for attendance 
at the District Meetings this would seem 
to add one. 

Below is given the list of Committee 
and Section representatives for this 
year, appointed by the Board at the 
December meeting, but without enough 
acceptances from the members to war- 
rant publishing in the last issue of the 
Quarterly. 


Committee Appointments 
Extension Service 
Mary F. Parmelee, Library Commission, 
Chairman 
Callie Wieder, Waterloo 
Mrs. Helen Allen Burgess, Onawa 
Marjorie Powers, Iowa Falls 
Publicity 
J. Sidney Johnson, Marshalltown, Chairman 
Cornelia Rhynsburger, Muscatine 
Lydia Margaret Barrette, Mason City 
Helen Rex, Spencer 
Legislative 
A. M. Deyoe, Des Moines, Chairman 
Don Berry, Indianola 
E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 
Membership 
Mildred H. Pike, Sioux City, Chairman 
May Clark, Dubuque . 
Mrs. Velma Harlow, Toledo 
Program 
Mary Bell Nethereut, Drake University, 
Chairman 
Julia A. Robinson, Library Commission 
(Another member will be appointed later 
from the place of meeting when it is 
selected) 
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Relation to Booksellers and Publishers 
Mae C. Anders, Public Library, Des Moines, 
Chairman 
Ernest Hertzberg, Des Moines 
Section Appointments 
School librarians 
Mrs. Minna Roedell, Dubuque, Chairman 
Fern Warsinski, Council Bluffs 
Eva M. Mahon, Clinton 
Irene Gallanor, Ottumwa 
Children’s librarians 
Cecile Benton, Sioux City, Chairman 
Katherine Roberts, Davenport 
Theresa Feyereisen, Waterloo 
Reference librarians 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City, Chair- 
man 
Mrs. Margaret Baller, Council Bluffs 
Mrs. Eva Page, Public Library, Des Moines 
Hospital librarians 
Elizabeth Lilly, Burlington, Chairman 
Catherine Barry, U. 8. Veterans’ Hospital, 
Knoxville 
Mrs, E. H. MeCullough, Ottumwa 
College and university libraries 
Isabelle Clark, Grinnell College, Chairman 
Mrs. Dorothy M. Higbee, Cornell College, 
Mt. Vernon 
Emma Felsenthal, State University 
Large libraries 
Edna Giesler, Davenport, Chairman 
Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs 
Lillian A, Sutherland, Clinton 
Small libraries 
Katherine Jewell, Decorah, Chairman 
Mary E. Kingsbury, Hampton 
Mrs. M. J. Bowman, Clear Lake 
Trustees 
Mrs. W. J. Steckel, Bloomfield, Chairman 
Mrs. D. S. Humeston, Albia 
Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone 


Membership 

Wherever the State Meeting is held 
money will be necessary to secure speak- 
ers and to meet other expenses, and this 
money comes from the memberships of 
the libraries of the state. The committee 
ean much better plan a meeting when 
they know how much they will have to 
expend and this they cannot know if 
memberships are not paid until the time 
of the meeting. 

Therefore, will not library boards and 
librarians send in their memberships at 
onee to the treasurer, Mrs. H. T. Holck, 
Public Library, Vinton. Please add 
three cents for exchange. No receipts 
will be sent unless requested. 

Memberships Paid for 1934 

Albia Publie Library 

Alden Publie Library 

lowa City Publie Library 
- Manson Publie Library 

Mount Pleasant Publie Library 

Spencer Public Library 
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Storm Lake Publie Library 

Waukon Publie Library 

Iowa State College Library, Ames 

University Library, Iowa City 

Aten, Helen H., Staff, Library Commission, 
Des Moines 

Budde, Elena E., Librarian, Mount Pleasant 

Deyoe, Dorothy, Staff, Library Commission, 
Des Moines 

Ellis, Trix, Staff, Library Commission, Des 
Moines 

Guenther, Martha M., Librarian, P. E. O. 
Memorial Library, Mount Pleasant 

Holek, Mrs. H. T., Librarian, Vinton 

Humphrey, Mary Brown, Staff, 8S. U. L., 
Iowa City 

Kingsbury, Mary E., Librarian, Hampton 

Morsch, Lucille M., Staff, S. U. L, Iowa 
City 

Nixon, Emily C., Staff, S. U. L, Towa City 

Parmelee, Mary F., Staff, Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines 

Pherrin, Helen Yvonne, Staff, Library Com- 
mission, Des Moines 

Robinson, Julia A., Seeretary, Library 
Commission, Des Moines 

Robinson, Sarita, Staff, 8S. U. L., Iowa Citys 

Shepard, Helen Keogh, Staff, Library Com- 
mission, Des Moines 

Walpole, Elizabeth, Librarian, Storm Lake 

White, Mrs. Z. Z., Staff, Storm Lake 

Wilson, Lelia S., Staff, Library Commission, 
Des Moines 

Carpenter, H. M., Trustee, Monticello 

Cowre, Annie, Interested Citizen, Waterloo 


Additional Names Received 


Council Bluffs Publie Library 

DeWitt Publie Library 

Greenfield Publie Library 

Upper Iowa University Library 

Carter, Dora F., Librarian, Upper Iowa 
University 

Dann, Elsie, Staff, Cherokee 

Dunean, Mrs. Laura M., Librarian, Albia 

Martin, Elizabeth, Staff, Davenport 

Olsen, Anna, Librarian, St. Ansgar 

Rex, Helen, Librarian, Spencer 





Planning for the Future 

Too many libraries and too many li- 
brary organizations would seem to be 
content to drift along, meeting the loeal 
problems that the day or the year have 
brought to the surface apparently feel- 
ing that to exist is sufficient, and that 
no definite planning for growth or de- 
velopment is necessary or desirable. 

But now a call comes from the Ameri- 
ean Library Association to libraries to 
examine themselves for their objectives 
and their present condition, that we may 
fix a goal for future library develop- 
ment as a state for our various kinds 
of libraries and plan a program for at- 
taining that goal. 
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To this end, at the request of the 
Executive Board of the American Li- 
brary Association, a Planning Commit- 
tee will soon be appointed for Iowa to 
survey library conditions and to make 
plans for strengthening the weak places, 
to give standards to which libraries 
should work, and to speed the day when 
not only shall the present libraries be- 
come efficient, but when books shall be 
as accessible to every man and woman, 
boy or girl in Iowa as they now are in 
towns and cities with the most efficiently 
conducted library systems. 

Whether that shall be through county 
libraries, through regional libraries with 
larger units, or through smaller units in 
extension from existing libraries or 
some other method remains to be 
worked out. Much self examination 
and much thought may be necessary be- 
fore we shall see the accomplishment 
of our aim in making books accessible 
to new readers through the opening of 
added channels of supply. 





Special Book Collections in Iowa 
Libraries 

A collection of hymnology, consisting 
of 3,000 volumes in 300 different lan- 
guages and dialects, is to be placed in 
Luther College, Decorah, by Dr. Doving, 
the owner, who is a graduate of the ecol- 
lege. It is a compilation of hymn books, 
separate hymns, and books about hymns, 
and is probably the most comprehensive 
collection of hymns in the world, at least 
it covers more hymns in more languages 
and dialects than any other collection. 

The editor of the Jowa Library Quar- 
terly would be glad to know and make 
mention in the Quarterly of other spe- 
cial book collections in Iowa libraries, 
or any of note known to you. Will any 
one knowing of, or any library owning 
a special collection, please write her. 

It might be of interest to know also 
of special private collections, even 
though small, if any one having such 
eared to report. 


Counting Mending and Binding 
To the question, ‘‘Shall we count re 
cased books the same as rebound 
on our report?’’ the Secretary of the 
Library Commission replied, ‘Count all 
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work on books done in the library as 
mending, and all work done at a bind- 
ery, whether recasing or binding, as 
binding.”’ 


Traveling Library Circulation 

A comparison of the figures in the 
Traveling Library circulation for the 
past twenty years shows large gains. 

To schools in 1923 the loans were 
three times as many as in 1913, and in 
1933 seven and one-half times as many 
as in 1913. 

To communities the circulation dou- 
bled in 1923 and again in 1933. 

To individuals in 1923 six times as 
many books were loaned as in 1913, and 
in 1933 over ten times as many. 

The totals doubled 1913 in 1923, and 
1923 again in 1933. 

No decrease has yet been noted. Janu- 
ary was the largest circulation in Jan- 
uary ever reported, and the second 
largest month in the history of the 
Traveling Library, September, 1933, 
having the largest circulation ever re- 
ported. 

And in the case of schools and com- 
munities, to which the largest number 
of books go, the loans are for a period 
of three months, and a circulation re- 
port of less than three times per book 
is considered poor. The loan of books 
to the blind has had an equally large 
increase. 

The number of books carried away 
direct from the Library Commission 
office has also increased largely, the num- 
ber thus loaned on Saturdays during the 
winter was often larger than the circu- 
lation in many libraries in the state. 

Without the Black Hawk County 
Demonstration books received from the 
lowa Library Association and the help 
received from four C.W.S. girls, it 
would have been far more difficult to 
supply the demands made upon the 
Traveling Library during the past busy 
months, 








Libraries and the C.W.A. and C.W.8. 
_ As the work is not yet completed, it 
is not time to report the help given to 
libraries through the government chan- 
nels. But through letters and clippings 
it is evident a large number of libraries 








have received aid through cleaning, 
painting, repairing, and redecoration of 
buildings, mending of books, routine and 
clerical work of various kinds, as well 
as desk attendance, enabling libraries to 
increase the hours of opening. Whether 
all this has been to the good, time will 
tell. 

The mending of books by inexperi- 
enced workmen, the organization of 
school libraries by those unfamiliar with 
library methods, the increase in the 
number of hours of opening at the ex- 
pense of book buying, and the lowering 
of the standard of librarianship, would 
not seem to be advantageous. But that 
the larger pay given these workers 
might have the tendency to raise salaries 
is a consummation devoutly to be 
wished. Too frequently, we fear, the 
effort was to furnish employment for 
those doubtless needing it regardless of 
whether the service rendered was a ben- 
efit or otherwise to the organization to 
which the workers were assigned. 


Circulation Gain or Loss 


Whereas a year ago libraries were 
unanimously reporting a gain in cireu- 
lation, for some months a decrease has 
been noted in many libraries, especially 
in the larger places. 

The absence of new books is probably 
one cause, while the employment of 
many through the C.W.A. has reduced 
the time for reading, as well as supplied 
money for movies and other diversion. 

Possibly what we should have done 
was to take account of the number of 
new readers who turned to the library 
in their time of need, and should now 
take as the measure of our efficiency our 
ability to keep these readers. Are the 
decreases now being reported coming 
from old readers who cannot get new 
books or new readers who have found 
occupation for their leisure time? The 
loss of readers will require a longer time 
to discover and the task of holding them 
will be more difficult if they have been 
readers with unemployed time, or lack 
of money for other entertainment. Let 
us hope that some have learned the joys 
of reading who never knew it before and 
will add to the borrowers of the library 
as well as to its circulation. 










































— » 
> ee 


eet 










SO EO TYEE ar OT RY RE EO 







































































Library Service for ‘‘Transients’’ 
This does not mean the loaning of 
books to transients who wish to borrow 
books for a longer or shorter period and 
who are generally charged a deposit of 
varying amounts in the different li- 
braries. It refers to the work of rehabili- 
tation now being undertaken for those 
generally known as hobos or tramps. 

The work sponsored by the govern- 
ment is new and as yet only undertaken 
in the cities of Des Moines, Sioux City, 
Davenport, and Charles City in Iowa, 
and includes not only the provision of 
a sleeping place and meals of a simple 
sort, but also the attempt to win these 
**transients’’ from the ‘‘road’’ by secur- 
ing employment for them, and giving 
them entertainment until that is se- 
cured. 

A eall for reading matter came to the 
Library Commission and was passed on 
to the cities mentioned with the sugges- 
tion that calls should be made for dona- 
tions of books and magazines for this 
purpose. Upon receipt of this suggestion 
Miss Giesler of the Davenport Public 
Library wrote: 

*‘In regard to books and magazines 
for transients, we sent a number of dis- 
earded books to the Federal Transient 
Bureau several weeks ago, and are plan- 
ning to send more this week. 

The young man in charge of the build- 
ing came in to tell us how very delighted 
the men were to have the books. They 
appointed one man librarian to circulate 
them. 


Library Work in Dubuque County 

The extension work to rural schools 
being done in Dubugue county by Mrs. 
Herbert Adams has been noted from 
time to time. 

Mrs. Adams now writes that to the 
juvenile books loaned to the rural 
schools, sh. has added books for the 
adults. Catherine Seitz has been help- 
ing under a C.W.S. assignment. Mrs. 
Adams has the assistance of a committee 
of the Dubuque Woman’s Club of which 
she is chairman. In all ways she is en- 
couraged and aided by the county super- 
intendent of schools, but it is Mrs. 
Adams’ interest in getting books to 
those without library facilities which 
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keeps the work moving. A better de. 
scription of Mrs. Adams’ work will be 
found in the Library Journal for Mareh 
Ist this year. 


Book Week 1933 

The editor of the Iowa Library Quer- 
terly feels it a personal deprivation not 
to be able to record in the Quarterly 
accounts of all the celebrations of this 
**week,’’ held with so much enthusiasm 
and success in so many places in the 
state, and sponsored by libraries, schools, 
women’s clubs, P. T. A.’s, and other 
organizations. But to do this would re. 
quire far more space than can well be 
given to the subject and she must seleet 
the new methods of observance which 
will be suggestive for use in future and 
briefly mention others. 

Librarians have become so well able 
through experience to help themselves 
Ahat the Library Commission is asked 
much less frequently than in the past 
to help them, the requests now com- 
ing from women’s clubs, schools, P. T. 
A.’s, and others. Library celebrations 
often occupy the entire week with pro- 
grams for different groups on different 
days. 

Almost every librarian is asked to 
speak at least once during Book Week 
before some organization on the subject 
of children’s books, children’s library 
service, or library service in some form. 
Some speak several times. 

Juvenile book buying is ‘more and 
more made to furnish displays of new 
books for this occasion. Posters made 
by school children for display in the 
library or store windows are frequent 
features of the week. 

Book reviews in the library or else- 
where of children’s or adult books are 
used to create interest in right reading. 
Book plays or pageants are given by 
children at school and library. A 
‘*House of Books,’’ made of book jack- 
ets, book jackets made by school chil 
dren, essay writing, book reviews by 
children, displays of hobbies and rare 
books, visits by classes to the library, im- 
struction in the use of the library with 
practice games, reading of children’s 
poetry, story hours sometimes before @ 
fireplace with a blazing fire, teas, 
character contests, hidden book charae- 
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ter stories, and many other forms of 
entertainment to interest children and 
parents were used. 

A reading thermometer, patterned 

after the large thermometer at the Cen- 
tury of Progress, was exhibited in the 
Davenport Children’s Room to record 
the books which the designer was read- 
ing. 
‘At Fort Madison a display in book 
making was given. At Greene a birth- 
day cake with candles had streamer 
leading to a book for each year from 
pre school to fourteen. The teachers 
from the various departments furnished 
different features for the exhibit. 

At Leon the teachers also cooperated 
and an exhibit of hobbies long interested 
the children. 

At Marshalltown parents interested 
in best books visited the library to look 
over the collection displayed. Two talks 
on new books were given by the libra- 
rian. Saturday morning in addition to 
stories told by Miss Story and Miss 
McRill, original poems were read by 
the children. The child study display 
shelf attracted attention and many books 
from this shelf were taken out. From 
the point of interest and attendance on 
the parents’ part in good books for chil- 
dren, the week at Marshalltown was felt 
to be the best the library has had. 

At Oskaloosa the Book Review and 
Drama Club sponsored a shower for the 
public library. A program of book re- 
views by club women was given and a 
play was put on by members of the 
Ottumwa library staff. 

Library benefits were given at Battle 
Creek and Buffalo Center, and at Ames 
the slogan, ‘‘Give a book this week to the 
library,’’ brought a large number of 
useful gifts. 

A satisfactory program was held in 
Osceola Township, Franklin County, 
where School No. 5 entertained other 
rural schools of this township with a 
program of book reviews and plays suit- 
able to Book Week. Irene Wolf, teacher 
of School No. 5, arranged the program 
and borrowed books and posters from 
the Library Commission. This is the 
second year that Miss Wolf has spon- 
sored such a program. 

_At Washington book reviews were 
given at the library each day and though 





the hour was one o’clock, there was a 
good attendance. 

At Fort Dodge the school children 
were asked to make an illustration or a 
symbol of the book they liked the best, 
using the most available and least ex- 
pensive material. 

These were arranged for display on 
tables and rack in the library during 
Book Week and on Thursday the parents 
were invited to a tea to inspect the work 
of the children. Fathers as well as moth- 
ers came, but mothers were in the ma- 
jority. 

Mrs. Gray, the librarian, wrote so 
enthusiastically of the results that her 
account is given here. 

Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
November 23, 1933. 
Miss Julia A. Robinson, 
Library Commission, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
My dear Miss Robinson: 

I am so enthusiastic over our Book Week 
that I want to tell you about part of it at 
least. 

The idea for this project was not original. 
We saw it mentioned in a Wilson Bulletin a 
year or so ago and it worked out so beauti- 
fully I feel they should have much of the 
credit. 

We started planning last spring before 
school closed when we secured the interest 
of the art supervisor. This fall when she 
had her group meeting with the teachers 
she explained to them what we would like 
to have done during Book Week. 

The work of this exhibit was all done in 
the home and this was what we wanted 
because we wanted to have the children 
work at home, enlisting the interest of their 
parents. I did not know the theme of Book 
Week was to be “Growing up with books,” 
but it certainly fitted in beautifully. During 
the Tea many parents told about how John 
or Ann had worked so diligently after sup- 
per to get their work ready, and many of 
the exhibits have stories connected with 
them of what newspapers call “human in- 
terest.” 

One was a boy in fourth grade who had 
nothing to work with. After our school 
visit, a week or two before Children’s Book 
Week, when we explained to the children 
just what we would like to have them do, 
this boy was so fired with enthusiasm that 
he went to a quarry, got some native clay 
from which he modeled a beautiful Viking 
Ship about a foot long. The oars he made 
from tooth picks, putting clay blades on each 
pick, and stuck them along the sides of the 
ship. He was breathless from excitement 
and racing down here to me with it. He 
said the clay was wet and that I should 
have to be very careful. The ship attracted 
almost as much attention as the marvelous 
stage reproduction of The Call of the Wild, 































——e 
<8. ee 


RA ier Meo 


& Ws 


aT ee 


oes 
> 


jeee 


eeeaE3t 


To 
gh. 



































A ne Nt ee: 




















pee CBE LITE LET LEE REE 






































but this boy had everything with which to 
work. 

The Call of the Wild was by all odds the 
outstanding piece. I thought I would have 
a cut made of it. It was made by a boy 
about eleven years of age and he carved 
and painted each husky. There was a train 
of five of these dogs, hitched together by 
leather harness. The sled was on runners. 
Two men figures, beautifully carved, dressed, 
and colored, wore fur head pieces and fur 
mittens and had on snow shoes. The back 
drop of the stage was perfect. Mountains 
and fir trees, sketched upon a white back- 
ground, which looked so cold it made you 
shiver. It is really a wonderful piece of 
craftsmanship. 

The soap carvings were quite beyond my 
conception of what children could do. We 
had soap Pinocchios, all jointed, with pins 
for eyes. There was also a wooden Pinoc- 
chio dressed in a blue cotton suit, its arms 
and legs jointed so that they moved in an 
almost uncanny human manner. 

Heidi was represented by dolls, posters, 
and even in soap. One youngster dressed 
her doll and cut a goat from white muslin, 
stuffed him with cotton and tied a string 
about his neck, fastened it to the doll’s 
hand. It was most realistic. 

The Viking Stories seemed popular. So 
many really beautifully carved and colored 
soap models came in. Covered wagons made 
from wood and muslin. One boy even had a 
wooden gun laid upon the seat of his wagon. 
And elephants galore. Sonny elephant with 
the little children vied in popularity with 
Black Beauty and Beautiful Joe. Robin 
Hood was either cut from wood and colored 
or he was postered. The Three musketeers, 
Kidnapped, Treasure Island, had many en- 
tries. Robinson Crusoe was a favorite. 

Another outstanding exhibit was a collec- 
tion of original book jackets. I thought 
they were real books when the janitor 
brought them in. The class had mounted 
them on a very heavy poster board. Inside 
the jackets were book reviews. This was 
the work of the junior high children. 

Hitty was there, an almost perfect repro- 
duction of the original Hitty, although she 
was a clothes-pin. She was dressed in a 
charming little print dress and had on the 
cutest little lace trimmed pantalets. She 
was a darling. 

The Dutch twins, Little women, airplanes, 
Hiawathas. Two children worked together 
and made almost a complete circus to repre- 
sent the Norwood books. John Paul Jones’ 
boat was there, although the anchor would 
have sunk any battleship. But it was a 
very good wooden model with muslin sails 
and rigging made from thread. George 
Washington and Lincoln from their soap 
countenances looked placidly on. There were 
so many beautiful posters and silhouettes it 
would tire you to talk about them. 


The Willow whistle came in for its share 
of popularity, either in posters or little 
stages, with cut out animals and figures. 
Robin Hood and the little old woman was 
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a stage with trees and background cut from 
green poster paper. The dressed figures 
were clothes-pins. 

Gulliver was a doll, flat on his 
bound down with thread, and the boy sent 
us a note asking us “to be sure to see that 
Lilliputians (made from stiff red paper) 
stood up‘all around Gulliver.” One little 
girl dressed her doll as Mary Mary Quite 
Contrary, made a garden of paper flowers, 
and put a paper watering pot in her hand 
so that she seemed to be watering her 
flowers in a most realistic manner. Some 
boys made book shelves and book cases from 
wood. There were lots of soap books and 
book shelves, some colored, others white. | 
am still dumbfounded to realize little chil- 
dren could do this thing. 

I must mention one more thing. A boy 
printed “Good books are good friends” on 
a piece of wood and then made a jig saw 
puzzle out of it. 

The great satisfaction, besides the natural 
conceit, of having such a fine exhibit was 
the satisfaction that the books the children 
illustrated were the books we all have talked 
about, the sort of books children grow up 
with. I think that made us feel happier 
than anything else. 

Mickey Mouse came sneaking in, but we 
let him come for Mickey Mouse is almost a 
classic. 

(Signed) IsAperta Gray, 
Librarian, 
From the Sioux City Public Library 

Book Week presented a problem this year 
with a staff overworked with fall trade, 
shortened hours, heavy demands on the col- 
lection with inadequate funds to replenish 
and supplement, yet we felt Book Week 
to be an opportunity that must not be over- 
looked. 

Through the splendid cooperation of our 
local newspapers and book stores a city wide 
contest of book titles was held. A fairy 
story in four installments appeared in both 
papers. From the story each child listed 
the titles known to him. It brought all con 
testants into the main and branch libraries 
to scan the shelves and use the catalogs, 
brought no demands on busy assistants a8 
no aid was given to contestants. Our four 
local book stores donated the prizes which 
were chosen from their stock by the chil 
dren’s librarian, insuring suitable books for 
the winners. 

A great many were interested, responses 
came from unknown children as well a 
regular patrons, and much enthusiasm was 
shown as the prize winners were annow 
at the regular Saturday story hour. . 

Requests were received from out of the 
city, asking that the correct list of title 
be sent them. We felt that the contest 
served its purpose: brought the library @ 
the attention of the children who were 
using it, didn’t depend on a new stock t 
interest the children but rather brought @ 
their attention old titles they might have 
missed, no added work for busy assistants 
and through the cooperation of the 
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stores gave a definite interest in form of 
prizes without additional cost to the library. 

Displays were featured in the Children’s 
Room during the week, “Growing up with 
books” showing new and old titles for all 
ages; “Newbery Medal Awards,” “Books for 
little folks,” and “Parents’ Guides to Chil- 
dren’s literature.” The innovation of using 
gay colored felt for letters and pictures on 
the posters (the scraps of felt donated by a 
local fur company) made striking and fas- 
cinating posters. These displays were held 
intact during the week and invitations to 
visit were issued to parents, teachers, chil- 
dren, and everyone who might be interested. 

Two lists were available for parents, the 
“Bookshelf for Boys and Girls,” and through 
the courtesy of the F. E. Compton Company, 
“Seven stories high.” 

Stories were told at school programs, 
talks given to Parent-Teacher organizations, 
and an address on story telling to a mother’s 
group. 

Over KSCJ, our local broadcasting station, 
two fifteen-minute talks were given, one on 
“Books for younger boys and girls,” and 
another on “A child’s home reading.” 

Micprep H. Prixe, Librarian. 

Aftermath—The observance of Book Week 
at Eagle Grove was postponed until the week 
of January 22nd when new books were re- 
leased for display, the lower grades visited 
the library by classes, story hours were held, 
and parents were specially invited to visit 
the library and inspect the new books. 

Nore: Because of lack of space in the last 
number of the Quarterly this account of ‘‘ Book 
Week’’ was crowded out but is used here, even 
though late, as it may furnish suggestions for 
another year’s observance. 








Fifty-Seven Ways to Mutilate a Book 
By Louis Felix Ranlett, Editor 
When this year’s class of library 
page boys was learning to sit up, the 
army was busy studying how to push 
William the Second across the barbed 
wire into Holland to make the world 
safe for—Hitler. In the training camps, 
at least, the army took its job seriously. 
Its life was one long list of things that 
must not be done, but in its life no 
one crime—not even failure to say 
“Sir’’ to a first lieutenant—was worse 
than dropping a rifle. The army man 
who dropped a rifle was not only sub- 
ject to official punishment; he was sub- 
ject to unofficial derision. Ignominy 
was his lot—and he had to clean the 
rifle and explain at every inspection 
thereafter forever how the piece came 
by the scratch on its stock. That was 
hard but it saved a lot of rifles and 
prevented a lot of broken toes. 
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The One High Crime 


Would that the library page boys 
might be taught with equal thorough- 
ness not to drop books! There are 
still librarians who shudder when they 
hear a book drop, but are there any 
who make dropping a book the heinous 
crime it is? Are there any who warn 
against a single pile of books bulging 
in the middle and held temporarily 
from falling only by the pressure of a 
pointed chin? Are there any who show 
their boys how to make small piles and 
to carry them carefully, two piles edge 
to edge, or insist on the use of a truck? 
Are there any who make dropping a 
book the one high crime and misde- 
meanor? 


If the Library Quarterly had com- 
piled any statistics on the subject they 
would, it is not unlikely, show that 
dropping a book reduced its life by 
13.6731 issues. They would surely show 
that it weakens the hinges, bends the 
corners, scratches the cover, shakes 
out the book card, makes a noise where 
all should be quiet, and, worst of all, 
sets a bad example to the lurking bor- 
rower who wants the book to be 
shelved only so that he may take it 
home to balance on the corner of the 
piano or to prop open the bedroom win- 
dow at night. Borrowers should be 
taught by example even more than by 
the posting or pasting of rules and 
regulations. 


What Borrowers Learn 


And, by the way, do borrowers learn 
much from rules and_ regulations 
gummed on to books? Of course they 
do. They learn that books are not 
precious objects. They learn that li- 
brarians—too many of them—protect 
their books by mutilating them. They 
learn that library rules, formidable 
though they may be with legal citations 
accurate as to chapter, section and 
paragraph, are ephemeral. They are 
disillusioned by being allowed to take 
for a month books that still bear and 
must bear forever (until rebinding) 
‘‘seven day labels’’ or their remains. 
They are made incredulous by being 
told not to mark their most despised 
passages in books which have already 
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been marked in fifty-seven ways by the 
librarian. 

Not that some marking is not inevita- 
ble, but that much marking is badly 
done. Librarians began to call them- 
selves ‘‘professional’’ just ‘bout as 
soon as the doctors, lawyers, and 
clergymen gave up exclusive rights to 
the word and everyone who was not an 
amateur in his particular field became 
a professional. Why, therefore, should 
not librarians turn out professional 
looking jobs? They should. 

Some binders, or re-binders, it is true, 
put titles on at wrong angles and when 
questioned say that they did it on pur- 
pose because irregularity is the sign of 
hand work and hand work is better 
than machine work. But they do not 
advertise these irregularities when 
seeking new business. Binders on the 
whole, pride themselves on turning out 
thoroughly neat and workmanlike jobs, 
with corners true, titles straight, and 
all paste out of sight where it belongs. 
Perhaps they use the word ‘‘profes- 
sional,’’ perhaps merely ‘‘workman- 
like.”’ It is all one. And librarians 
expect such jobs from binders. 


The Slaughter Begins 


Publishers issue their new books in 
neat condition, though they leave out 
too many signatures to earn the word 
‘‘workmanlike.’’ Pages are fresh and 
unblemished, type is clean and clear 
cut, cover cloths are colorful and un- 
spotted, jackets are a blaze of glory. 

But what happens when the librarian 
gets the books? Off comes the jacket, 
sadly enough but quite properly, and 
then the slaughter begins. Accession 
mark, cataloger’s mark, price mark, 
property stamp, plate stamp, secret 
mark, seven day label, call number in- 
side and out, date slip, card pocket, 
book plate, collator’s mark, rules and 
regulations, plot summary from the 
jacket, review from the local paper, 
and shellac are inflicted upon the book. 
If the book is re-bound, rather than 
new, binder’s number, jacket illustra- 
tion, and date of binding may also be 
inflicted. If the book is so unfortunate 
as to go to a reserve shelf or high 
school collection yet other symbols, 











which cannot later be wholly obliter. 
ated, must also shine forth. 


The Rubber Stamp Complex 

This is bad enough when it is well 
done. It is worse when it is done 
amateurishly. Not one person in a 
thousand can cut out a jacket blurb 
with a pair of shears and have the 
sides parallel and the corners square. 
Yet the whole thousand try. A trim- 
ming board with straight-edge and 
knife does away with the difficulty, 
Not one person in a thousand ean do 
the job badly with the instrument. 
Most stickers of book plates have good 
eyes and get the plates in straight. 
Most stickers of date slips appear to 
shut their eyes while working just as 
do all too many users of date stamps. 
Most users of rubber stamps of what- 
ever sort seem to feel as irresponsible 
as a boy with a conductors’ puneh. 
Plip! Plop! goes the stamp, on title 
page, margin, plate, or book edge, but 
never quite straight. And whenever 
there is paste there is too much paste. 
It oozes out from under book plates to 
be smudged by dirty fingers; it puck- 
ers fly-leaves under date slips; it ex- 
udes into book pockets and holds the 
book cards in captivity; it gets on 
edges of leaves and locks the pages. 


If pasters are amateurish, so, too, are 
persons who put on call numbers. 
Threes that look like fives, ones that 
look like sevens, and eights that look 
like thunder, and all in slanting lines, 
are as well known to the library profes- 
sion as figures that obliterate titles or 
shine out on shelves at heights as ir- 
regular as the tops of the columns m 
a chart of recovery statistics. Are there 
no correspondence courses in sign ‘let- 


tering? 
* * * 


The workroom gives greatest leisure 
for the practice of book marring, but 
the charging desk, rushed though it 3s, 
is not without its opportunities. Where 
date slips are inside covers there 
should be supporting blocks or books 
at the counter so that the pressure 
the rubber stamping shall not tear the 
hinge. Where date slips are on fly- 
leaves there should be moderation 
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when filled slips are torn out. When 
‘“‘self-inking’’ stamps pads are used, 
they should be kept well clear of the 
playing field or some books will go out 
with more than dirty finger marks on 
their covers. Where registration is 
performed with one hand and charg- 
ing with the other, pens, not even un- 
expectedly empty fountain pens, 
should not be left lying about. They 
are as fickle as unloaded pistols and 
they can ‘‘go off’? more than once. 
When books are coming in fast, piles 
get out of true and topple to the floor 
before one can say ‘‘ Excuse it, please.’’ 
Watch them. 

Fifty-seven ways to mutilate a book! 
Let us not count too carefully. We may 
exceed our limit. But let us not stop 
until we have considered again the 
faults of the page boy. He drops 
books, he carries piles of books that 
are sure to drop. Further, he packs 
shelves too tightly, with the result that 
covers are scratched and hinges loos- 
ened and worse, that borrowers must 
pull down by their tops, which tear, 
rather than by their middles, which are 
strong. He fails to push book stops 
against rows of books, and a slump fol- 
lows—a slump permanently warps 
some volumes. Or he jams _ books 
against book ends and crumples a few 
pages. Or he slithers books along a 
counter, scratching their covers. But 
like those above him in the scheme of 
library life he can learn if someone 
keeps after him. 

Some people are born neat, some ac- 
quire neatness, and some have neat- 
ness thrust upon them. Let us acquire 
it for ourselves if birth did not bestow 
it upon us, and let us thrust it upon 
others. The borrower won't complain 
at that! 

Massachusetts Library Club 
Bulletin, January, 1934. 





Personals 

Miss Rose A. O’Connor, hospital: li- 
brarian, Sioux City Publie Library, has 
been presented with an honorary mem- 
bership in the First District Iowa State 
Association of Registered Nurses. This 
honor was given ‘‘in appreciation for 
the many willing and distinguished 





services rendered to hospitals and nurses 
in the territory of the first district’’ 
Only one honorary membership is con- 
ferred at the annual meeting. 

Miss O’Connor has been director of 
the Sioux City hospital service for the 
past fifteen years. 


School Library Section 

The Jowa ITbrary Quarterly has 
graciously given us a section of the 
magazine for all kinds of invaluable in- 
formation. The only way we can show 
our appreciation is to offer material of 
interest for this column. Let us co- 
operate and contribute! 


Hints for the school library: 

Have as many bulletin boards as your 
walls will permit. On these one can post 
announcements of the school, pictures 
for visual instruction, notices of con- 
tests, interesting news features of pres- 
ent day history, bibliographies for ref- 
erence work of various classes, demon- 
stration of class material (art, charts, 
printing, ete.). These bulletin boards 
can be made very cheaply out of beaver 
board. 

Clubs in any school are eager to do 
things outstanding. When they are 
ready to buy the school a gift, rally 
forth and give a campaign speech if 
necessary ... but give suggestions from 
the most invaluable room of the school. 
Recently one of the literary societies of 
our school gave the library a Denoyer- 
Geppert world globe that stands on a 
floor base which is adjustable. We are 
anxious for the various classrooms to 
use it at any time, and it has proved 
very useful and popular. 

Issue a bulletin to the teachers at ir- 
regular intervals, giving them helpful 
hints of all kinds. Also notify them 
where they can send for material at a 
small sum for various projects. I have 
named mine ‘‘Library Static.’’ 


A Library Club: 

A librarian doesn’t know how much 
she is missing in not having a library 
club. For true inspiration, enthusiasm 
and stimulated interest its purpose is 
invaluable to you and to the school. 


I have a Library Club that was or- 
ganized in 1931. We had eight members 
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at that time and now our organization 
has thirty active members. By active I 
mean every letter of the word, for that 
is one requirement of the club. 


Unimaginable tasks can be accom- 
plished, heavy routine duties can be 
made a pleasure, helpful hints come 
from these active minds, along with a 
happy time for everyone. 

We are very careful in our member- 
ship restrictions as we are concerned 
only with those who intend to become 
librarians or who are intensely inter- 
ested in the vocation and would like to 
know more about it before their choice 
is definitely made. 

In the next issue I will send to the 
editor a copy of our Library Club Con- 
stitution for the benefit of those libra- 
rians in other schools who would like to 
organize a club that will become an 
active working unit from the first day. 
I will also tell you about our successful 
point system. 

Ferne M. WarstnskeE, Lib’n, 

Thomas Jefferson High School, Coun- 

ceil Bluffs; Member. 

Nore: Will some other high school librarian 
of the state send us notes for the next number 
of the Quarterly, which will not go to press 
for three months. It is up to the high school 
librarians to keep this column going. 





Under the editorship of Lucille 
Morsch, first assistant in the catalog- 
ing department of the State Univer- 
sity Libraries, a supplement to Can- 
nons’ ‘‘Bibliography of library econ- 
omy, 1876-1920”’ entitled ‘‘ Library lit- 
erature, 1921-1932,’’ has been com- 
piled by the Junior Members Round 
Table of the American Library Associa- 
tion. Other Junior Members assisted 
in the work and also members of the 
University Libraries staff. Mr. Miller 
of the staff was chairman of the Junior 
Members Round Table at the time this 
was initiated. 





Material Available Free or at Small 
Charge 
The Library Journal for February 15 
prints a list of such material which will 
be useful to libraries. We have not space 
to repeat it and must refer readers to 
the Library Journal for information. 
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Library News of the State 











Bloomfield—D. M. Rowe has been ap- 
pointed to serve on the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
J. H. Chappell. 

Carlisle—Mildred Edwards, the or- 
ganizer of the new school library writes 
as follows regarding the gift and organi- 
zation of the library in which Miss 
Edwards did an excellent piece of work. 

Even depression years have their 
flashes of color. The schools of Carlisle, 
Iowa, found themselves the beneficiaries 
of $15,000 left to them by the late Grant 
Randleman, for the establishment of a 
grade and high school library. The work 
of instituting the library was started in 
the fall of 1933. The old high school 
library was thoroughly culled and ren- 
ovated, only the best being taken. This 
workable collection formed the nucleus 
for the Randleman Memorial Library 
which is now an actuality. 

The gift was left in such a way that 
not all of the money could be used at 
this time, but enough was available to 
allow the purchase of practically five 
hundred new titles. This includes an 
up-to-date and worthwhile reference col- 
lection along with old favorites and 
classics. The entire collection has been 
classified according to the Dewey Deei- 
mal Classification and a full card cata- 
logue made. 

On February 5th Julia Robinson of 
the Iowa Library Commission of Des 
Moines addressed the Carlisle Parent- 
Teachers Association, which meeting 
was held in conjunction with the open- 
ing of the library. 

Lectures upon the use of the library 
were given to all of the students of the 
school by the organizer, before books 
were allowed to be circulated. Laurene 
Fleming, a graduate of the high sehool, 
will serve as librarian for the remainder 
of the year. 

It is expected that this new library 
will bring to the children of Car 
much enjoyment, inspiration and help. 

Cedar Falls—tIn the last number of 


the Quarterly mention was made of the 
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mutilation of newspaper files valuable 
historically. Through error this mutila- 
tion was said to be ‘‘recent,’’ whereas 
it isan editorially clipped file, but is the 
only copy in existence. 

Cedar Rapids—Through the courtesy 
of the city ministerial association recent 
hooks on religious subjects have been 
lent to the publie library for the lenten 
season, and are to be available for cireu- 
lation with the library’s books on re- 
ligious subjects. 

Clear Lake—Mrs. A. A. Joslyn has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. 
A. M. Ingersoll who resigned because 
of ill health. Mrs. Ingersoll was libra- 
rian at one time. 

Corning—Some old figures of library 
circulation which have recently come to 
notice show a gratifying increase in the 
use of the library from 454 books 
loaned during September, 1907, to 2,452 
in the same month of 1933. The fines 
also increased from $2.33 to $12.00. 

Council Bluffs—The library is mak- 
ing frequent contacts with the Boy 
Scout groups this year, trying to assist 
second class scouts in their selection of 
books to read for their reading merit 
badge test later on. The response from 
the scout masters has been very encour- 
aging. Lucile Shanklin, children’s li- 
brarian, has given book talks to several 
groups and has had a special display of 
books for scouts during February. 

During January, when library busi- 
ness was brisk, the percentage of fiction 
circulated was only 58. 

Decorah—-Mrs. Norman Willetts, sec- 
retary of the library board, gave a talk 
on February 5th before the Chamber of 
Commerce, telling of the history and 
work of the library, and was asked to 
repeat this talk over radio station 
KGCA, which she did on February 8th. 
The newspaper gave generous space in 
reporting these talks and the publicity 
resulted in a gift to the library of $25.00 
from Ben Bear, the leading merchant of 
the town. Mrs. Willetts has been secre- 
tary of the board for 19 years, and is 
well prepared to talk of the library and 
its work. 

Denison —- Mrs. Mae Patterson has 
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fill the vacancy left by Walter Grau. 

Des Moines—Library Club—For the 
February meeting fifty members of the 
club accepted the invitation of the 
Hertzberg Bindery for Tuesday evening, 
February 20th. 

While the people were arriving, the 
guests entertained themselves by looking 
over the beautifully bound editions 
which were on display, the work of the 
bindery. 

Following this the company was con- 
ducted through the bindery where the 
process through which a book passes in 
being rebound and rehabilitated was 
demonstrated by different members of 
the bindery staff. 

Fred James, Jr., then showed how the 
gilding of the tops of books was done 
and the binding in leather of the fine 
editions, after which Fred James illus- 
trated the methods of tooling used on 
fine bindings. 

Delicious refreshments were served by 
Mrs. Ernest and Mrs. Grover Hertzberg. 
Fifty were in attendance to take part in 
an unusual and especially enjoyable 
evening. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
The Legislative Ladies’ League met in 
the office of the Library Commission on 
January 11th. After a brief business 
meeting Miss Robinson spoke of the 
work of the Library Commission and the 
Traveling Library and Miss Aten, ref- 
erence librarian, reviewed a group of 
books. At the close of the meeting many 
ladies lingered to look about the room 
and to view the books on display. 

Eldora—A new lighting system has 
been installed in the book stacks. The 
much needed improvement will greatly 
add to the convenience of the library. 

Estherville—J. E. Stockdale has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy on the li- 
brary board caused by the resignation 
of Mr. Raife. A rental shelf has been 
started with $15.00 given by the 
Woman ’s Club. 

Fort Madison — The resignation of 
George Dawson as a member of the li- 
brary board has been made to the city 
council. Mr. W. Stemple has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board 
to succeed Mr. Dawson. 


been appointed on the library board to 
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Griswold—The books and fixtures of 
the library have been moved from the 
old location to the new quarters in the 
city building. 

Indianola—At the request of the li- 
brary board the city council voted at 
their January meeting to furnish light 
during 1934 to the library without 
charge. 

Iowa City — State University — 
Whether or not intending to pose as a 
matrimonial bureau, the University li- 
braries may well qualify as such for we 
now chronicle two more marriages tak- 
ing place among its assistants, that of 
Louise Adcock, assistant in the order 
department, who was married on Decem- 
ber 23rd to William Jencks. Mrs. Jencks 
will continue her work in the library. 
And Genevra Parker, cataloguer, was 
married on January 27th to Austin 
True. Mrs. True will also continue her 
work in the library. 

Now on display in the reading room 
of the general library is an autographed 
translation of the ancient Latin classic, 
Agricola’s ‘‘De Re Metallica,’’ tran- 
seribed into English by former president 
and Mrs. Herbert C. Hoover and pub- 
lished in 1912. This volume has been in 
the possession of the university library 
since 1913 but only recently were the 
autographs of the translators inscribed 
therein. 

Following are descriptions of new 
reading rooms which have recently been 
opened on the university campus. The 
report was sent us by Miss Wormer, act- 
ing librarian: 

An innovation in reading rooms, a 
combination library, lounge and lecture 
room, was opened early in January in 
the Liberal Arts building. The books 
serve as the reading background for a 
course on liberal and cultural education, 
given ‘by Professor Benjamin F. Sham- 
baugh. The room is used three times a 
week for Professor Shambaugh’s lec- 
tures and the remainder of the week is 
open to students in his course and others 
who are interested in reading on con- 
temporary and cultural topies. 

Another reading room has been in- 
stalled in Currier Hall, and a third will 
soon be installed in the Quadrangle, the 
men’s dormitory. 
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From time to time new books will be 
added to those which the library now 
contains until it numbers several hun- 
dred volumes. Because the library is 
to be a recreational reading room, books 
will be used only within the library, 

Lake Mills—Games and puzzles are 
to be made a feature of evening library 
entertainment at the library. A good 
move. 

Marshalltown—<As a matter of econ- 
omy, caused by reduced finances, the 
library was closed the second week of 
January. The day of closing the library 
had its largest circulation ever recorded, 
and the day of opening was as busy in 
the return of books, though the number 
going out was not as large. 

Mason City—A book lost 20 years 
ago was returned to the library recently 
and was welcomed as a long lost friend. 
Had a fine been charged at the regular 
2 cents a day rate, it would have 
amounted to $125.00. 

Oskaloosa—Cartland Berry, a mem- 
ber of the public library staff, was mar- 
ried on January 14th to Jack Hiatt. 
Mrs. Hiatt will continue her work in 
the library. 

Ottumwa—Beginning January 15th 
the public library is to be closed on 
Wednesday and Sunday. The hospital 
and jail work will also be discontinued, 
and the hours at Pickwick Branch will 
be much shortened. A reduction of sal- 
aries and assistants has also been found 
necessary. This action of the board is 
the result of reduced financial support. 

Reinbeck—The crisis in library f- 
nances was so acute that it would have 
been necessary to close the library m 
December had not the C.W.S. come 
the rescue and Miss Brown was retained. 
A benefit play and back taxes whieh 
have become available have partially re 
moved the stringency. 

Schaller—Mrs. E. B. Harris has been 
elected librarian in place of Mrs. C. EB. 
Kelley who has removed from the ¢ity. 
Dr. L. R. Potter and E. A. Woodke have 
been appointed on the library board to 
succeed Dr. F. H. McCray and E. ©. 
Kelley. 

Mrs. Willard MeLaughlin, Mrs. 0. W. 
Bradley and Mrs. J. R. Dewey spoke 
various rooms of the school on Febra- 
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ary 16th, telling of the advantages of 
the use of books, emphasizing their care, 
and showing some of the recent pur- 
chases. 

Spencer—Two ‘‘Read Aloud’’ hours 
for children were held at the public li- 
brary on Saturday morning, February 
17th. Each group was expected to re- 
main about an hour and a half. 

A display of old coins, owned by L. L. 
Atwood, Spencer, are now on exhibit at 
the library. 

The coins have been in Mt. Atwood’s 
possession for the past fifty-five years. 
They were secured that many years ago 
when, as a boy, he contracted the coin 
collection hobby and purchased the 
pieces. 

Tabor—Tabor College Library, the 
last remaining personal property of the 
college, has been sold to Omaha Munici- 
pal University and was recently moved 
there by truck. The library is said to 
have included at one time 20,000 vol- 
umes besides newspapers, magazines and 
pamphlets. 

Waukon—Mrs. J. E. Cassidy has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy on the li- 
brary board caused by the resignation 
of Mrs. Estella Bigelow. 





Gifts 

The gift of most note to report at 
this time is that to the Algona Public 
Library from Gardner Cowles and his 
wife of $5,000. This endowment fund 
is to be known as the Florence Call 
Cowles Fund and is to be safely and 
permanently invested, the interest to 
be used for the purchase of books. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cowles are former residents 
of Algona. 

Another gift of importance is that 
left by the will of J. J. Hand of Garden 
City to the town of Lohrville to pur- 
chase a site and to build a completely 
equipped library, the building to be 
known as the J. J. Hand Building. The 
amount cannot be estimated at this time 
and does not become available until 
the death of his wife. Lohrville is in 
Calhoun county and has a population 
of 776. 

The Bedford library has received 
$75.00 as their share of interest from 
the Finn Character Building fund. 
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The Belle Plaine library is the re- 
cipient of a number of gifts from clubs 
and individuals of the community. 

Carroll has had on display recently 
two old volumes—one of the Works of 
Flavius Josephus, printed in 1556 at 
Strassburg, and the other a copy of the 
Bible printed in 1665. This is a Martin 
Luther translation in German script. 
Both volumes were presented to the 
library by Rev. L. Huendling of Breda. 

The library is also the recipient of 
a number of gifts consisting of a valu- 
able set of books, two pictures, and a 
display case. 

A rent collection, recently added to 
the Chariton Public Library, was made 
possible by a gift from the P. E. O. 
chapter. 

The Greenfield Mother’s Club has 
given $25.00 to the library to be used 
for the purchase of children’s books. 

Thirty years ago a small group of 
women on the west side of the town of 
Hampton, organized a Library Club to 
help the library. This club has been 
inactive for the past four years, but 
has now been reorganized. 

During the years of its activity the 
club spent hundreds of dollars buying 
books and furnishings for the library, 
especially in the club room. They now 
expect to purchase a catalog cabinet 
for extension of the card catalog. 

In response to Humboldt’s ‘‘Give a 
book week,’’ a number of volumes have 
been added to the library, making a 
much needed addition to the book col- 
lection. 

At Indianola 50 books have been pre- 
sented to the library by O. C. Brown. 

A rare volume of a copy of the Meth- 
odist Magazine has been donated to the 
Iowa Wesleyan College Library. This 
was printed in London in 1824 and 
came to Lee county, Iowa, in 1845. 

Two gifts have recently come to the 
library at Jefferson from the libraries 
of James Huntington and Mrs. Eva 
Head. 

At Mount Ayr the various women’s 
organizations, instead of sending flow- 
ers to the funeral of Mrs. R. S. Beall, 

a member of the library board who re- 
cently died, gave the amount they 
would have expended to the library for 
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the purchase of books for a memorial 
collection to Mrs. Beall to consist of 
biographies and travel books. 

Gifts recently received by the Tipton 
Public Library are $200.00 from the 
estate of Mr. Thiel, and $50.00 from the 
local Woman’s Club for the purchase 
of recent books. 

The library of the late George Rod- 
man, former publisher of the Washing- 
ton Democrat, was given to the Wash- 
ington library, by provision of his will. 
Mr. Rodman served as member of the 
library board for many years. 

The Waterloo library has received a 
collection of facsimile copies of first 
editions of all the songs composed by 
Stephen C. Foster, the gift of Josiah 
K. Lully of Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
complete works include approximately 
200 different compositions, from which 
individual copies will be loaned to reg- 
ular patrons of the library. This gift 
made to 1,000 libraries in the United 
States and Europe, the libraries to re- 
ceive the gift being named by the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

Library benefits from which sums in 
varying amounts were received are re- 
ported at Battle Creek, Farmersburg, 
Gowrie, Knoxville, Lake Mills, Lake 
View, Letts, Riceville, Story City, and 
Van Meter. Other towns are asking for 
book donations. 


Deaths 


Mrs. R. 8. Beall, a member of the 
Mount Ayr library board, died at her 
home on Monday evening, January 8th, 
after an illness of five days. Soon after 
her marriage in 1904 when she came to 
live at Mount Ayr, Mrs. Beall became 
interested in the establishment of a li- 
brary for the community and when the 
Carnegie gift was secured and the li- 
brary opened she was appointed a 
member of the first library board. Her 
membership has been continuous since 
that time, and her last public service 
was attendance upon the board meeting 
the night before she was taken ill. 

J. H. Chappell, a member of the 
Bloomfield library board, died recently 
at his home in Bloomfield. He was ap- 
pointed to the board in 1930 and made 
chairman of house and grounds com- 











mittee. He was much interested in this 
committee work as well as all that per- 
tained to the library. 


Ruth Elliott, a Fairfield girl and a 
graduate of Illinois Library School in 
1930, died of pneumonia at the hospital 
in Fairfield on the 22nd of February. 
Miss Elliott’s only library work had 
been a brief period in the library at 
Parsons College. 

Although Alice French was never 
officially concerned with library work, 
the number of her books circulated by 
libraries during the past years renders 
her death on January 9th at her home 
in Davenport a matter of personal in- 
terest and loss to the libraries of Iowa. 
Miss French wrote under the name of 
Octave Thanet and her works written 
between 1887 and 1917 have formed a 
part of the book collection of all but the 
new libraries of the state. 


Mrs. Dena Maytag, a former member 
of the Newton library board, passed 
away at her home in Newton on Janu- 
ary 25th. She had been a member of 
the library board for more than twenty 
years when she resigned this position 
about five vears ago. During that time 
and even after her resignation, she was 
most generous in her gifts and on her 
retirement presented the library with 
$200.00 for the purchase of books, and 
a gift of $500.00 for the same purpose is 
noted in the Quarterly for January-Feb- 
ruary-March, 1930. The library was 
closed on Saturday afternoon during 
the hours of her funeral. 

George G. Rodman, who died at 
Washington on February 2nd, was 4 
member of the first city library board 
and was active in establishing the publie 
library. 

Mrs. W. D. Worthington, who recent- 
ly died, was a member of the Mount 
Pleasant library board since February, 
1925, when she took the place of her 
husband, who died in December, 1924. 
At this time she gave to the city Mr. 
Worthington’s library of over 4,000 vol- 
umes and a memorial room was included 
at the time an addition was built to the 
library. Many of the books are old 
rare volumes such as will not be fo 
in any other library in the state. 
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